PRESS RELEASE

Whirlpool’s Energy Saving Tips for You and Your Family

Across the country families have recently found themselves in the dark, unable to cook a meal, do that last load of washing or wash away the day’s grime in the dishwasher. Newspapers, radio shows and TV programmes report on the ‘doom and gloom’ of a local energy issue. It has reached the point where all of us are feeling the effect in our homes. 

The experts at Whirlpool have come up with some useful tips to assist you and your family this winter. First and foremost the tips are aimed at combating the ever-increasing energy efficiency problem, however, in the long run they’ll also reduce your electricity bills.

Inspired by a women’s inherent strength - her intuition - Whirlpool, the country’s leader in Energy Efficiency, has developed the 6th Sense feature in its product range. This feature allows the product to sense the appliance environment, after which the appliance adapts, optimising the resources required meaning that the least amount of energy is used. This translates into a saving for the environment and a saving in money! 

Although improved technology that leads to improved efficiency is certainly the most effective way to save energy, Whirlpool is aware that not everybody can upgrade their appliances, so they would like to offer some handy tips on how to save energy with appliances currently in the home:

“Energy Conservation Checklist”:

Dishwasher:

· Make sure the dishwasher is fully loaded before using it, if there isn’t a half load facility

· Maintain the salt levels. This will help prevent hard water damage, like blocked jets and element build-up

Laundry:

· Half load functions should be used where possible

· Eco function, where the duration of the cycle is extended and temperature is reduced to save 40% of energy, should be used where available 

· Use quick wash or cold wash functions when intensive cleaning is not necessary

· Valves and hosing should be maintained

· Make sure the tumble dryer lint filters are cleaned

· Optimal RPM for fabric type should be used to assist with the drying process
Cooking:

· Don’t open or close the appliance doors unnecessarily while cooking

· Don’t use the oven to heat a room

· Keep cooking appliances from cold sources

· Don’t use a plate or burner that exceeds the pot size

· Use pans with a thick, flat base

· Use a lid where necessary

· Use a pressure cooker where necessary

· Defrost food in refrigerator before cooking (unless recipe specifies otherwise)

Cooling:

· Make certain the appliance is level

· Keep cooling appliances away from heat and humidity sources
· Don’t leave doors open for longer than required

· Don’t exceed optimal cooling conditions

· Place items that are at room temperature or cooler into the appliance

· Allow a new appliance to run for at least 6 hours before stocking it

· Remove perishable items, defrost and unplug appliance if you’re going to be away for extended periods of time

/ENDS 
(Words: 500)

Notes to the Editor:

· Whirlpool Corporation is the world's leading manufacturer and marketer of major home appliances, with annual sales of approximately $18 billion, more than 73,000 employees, and more than 70 manufacturing and technology research centres around the world. 
· The company markets Whirlpool, Maytag, KitchenAid, Jenn-Air, Amana, Brastemp, Bauknecht and other major brand names to consumers in nearly every country around the world. Additional information about the company can be found at http://www.whirlpoolcorp.com.

· Whirlpool is represented in South Africa by Whirlpool SA. For more information about Whirlpool SA, please visit www.whirlpool.co.za
· Whirlpool Corporation is the world’s leading manufacturer and marketer of major appliances, with an in-depth understanding of consumers needs, wants and expectations

· Whirlpool has an in-depth understanding of consumer needs, wants and expectations - it is this understanding that has enabled Whirlpool to develop a range of domestic appliances, including laundry, dishwasher, refrigeration, cooking and air-conditioning equipment, that employ the latest in cutting-edge and innovative technology and which are built to the highest standards and specifications

· Which means that Whirlpool has a product to suit any of your home appliance needs, ultimately making your life easier

· In addition, Whirlpool’s global platform provides the company with resources and capabilities no other manufacturer can match

· Whirlpool’s global procurement, product development and information technology organisations, help its operations reduce costs, improve efficiencies and introduce a continuous stream of relevant information to consumers

· Whirlpool appliances are available at all recognised retailers. For stockists details, visit www.whirlpool.co.za
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